
Public statement on threats to science in the United States 
A working group consisting of members of NAS, NAM, and NAE has developed the following 
statement to be released to the public in defense of science.  

TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

We all rely on science. Science gave us the smartphones in our pockets, the navigation systems 
in our cars, and life-saving medical care. We count on engineers when we drive across bridges 
and fly in airplanes. Businesses and farmers rely on science and engineering for product 
innovation, technological advances, and weather forecasting. Science helps humanity protect 
the planet and keeps pollutants and toxins out of our air, water, and food.  
 
For over 80 years, wise investments by the US government have built up the nation’s research 
enterprise, making it the envy of the world. Astoundingly, the Trump administration is 
destabilizing this enterprise by gutting funding for research, firing thousands of scientists, 
removing public access to scientific data, and pressuring researchers to alter or abandon their 
work on ideological grounds. 
 
The undersigned are elected members of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and 
Medicine, representing some of the nation’s top scientists, engineers, and medical researchers. 
We are speaking out as individuals. We see real danger in this moment. We hold diverse political 
beliefs, but we are united as researchers in wanting to protect independent scientific inquiry. We 
are sending this SOS to sound a clear warning: the nation’s scientific enterprise is being 
decimated.  
 
The administration is slashing funding for scientific agencies, terminating grants to scientists, 
defunding their laboratories, and hampering international scientific collaboration. The funding 
cuts are forcing institutions to pause research (including studies of new disease treatments), 
dismiss faculty, and stop enrolling graduate students—the pipeline for the next generation’s 
scientists.  
 
The administration’s current investigations of more than 50 universities send a chilling message. 
Columbia University was recently notified that its federal funding will be withheld unless it 
adopts disciplinary policies and disables academic departments specified by the 
administration. Destabilizing dozens of universities will endanger higher education—and the 
research those institutions conduct.  
 
The quest for truth—the mission of science—requires that scientists freely explore new 
questions and report their findings honestly, independent of special interests. The 
administration is engaging in censorship, destroying this independence.  It is using executive 
orders and financial threats to manipulate which studies are funded or published, how results 
are reported, and which data and research findings the public can access. The administration is 
blocking research on topics it finds objectionable, such as climate change, or that yields results 
it does not like, on topics ranging from vaccine safety to economic trends. 
 
A climate of fear has descended on the research community. Researchers, afraid of losing their 
funding or job security, are removing their names from publications, abandoning studies, and 
rewriting grant proposals and papers to remove scientifically accurate terms (such as “climate 



change”) that agencies are flagging as objectionable. Although some in the scientific community 
have protested vocally, most researchers, universities, research institutions, and professional 
organizations have kept silent to avoid antagonizing the administration and jeopardizing their 
funding.  
 
If our country’s research enterprise is dismantled, we will lose our scientific edge. Other 
countries will lead the development of novel disease treatments, clean energy sources, and the 
new technologies of the future. Their populations will be healthier, and their economies will 
surpass us in business, defense, intelligence gathering, and monitoring our planet’s health. The 
damage to our nation’s scientific enterprise could take decades to reverse. 
 
We call on the administration to cease its wholesale assault on U.S. science, and we urge the 
public to join this call. Share this statement with others, contact your representatives in 
Congress, and help your community understand what is at risk. The voice of science must not be 
silenced.  We all benefit from science, and we all stand to lose if the nation’s research enterprise 
is destroyed.   
 
The views expressed here are our own and not those of the National Academies or our home 
institutions. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

More than 1900 scientists, engineers, and health professionals have already signed the 
statement. Listed below are the first 60, and soon we will be posting a document with the full list 
of signatories.  

 

1.    Marthe R. Gold, MD, MPH 
Senior Research Scholar 
New York Academy of Medicine 
 
2.    Charles F. Manski, PhD 
Board of Trustees Professor of Economics 
Northwestern University 
 
3.    Kevin Struhl, PhD 
David Wesley Gaiser Professor 
Department of Biological Chemistry and Molecular Pharmacology 
Harvard Medical School 
 
4.    Barbara Landau, PhD 
Professor of Cognitive Science 
Johns Hopkins University 
 
5.    Alondra Nelson, PhD 
Harold F. Linder Professor of Social Science 



Institute for Advanced Study 
 
6.    Bruce Spiegelman, PhD 
Korsmeyer Professor of Cell Biology and Medicine 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and Harvard Medical School 
 
7.    Jane E. Buikstra, PhD, DSc (hon) 
Professor of Anthropology 
Arizona State University 
 
8.    Barbara J. Meyer, PhD 
Distinguished Professor of Genetics, Genomics, Evolution and Development 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute, Department of Molecular and Cell Biology 
University of California, Berkeley 
 
9.    Barbara Finlayson-Pitts, PhD 
Distinguished Professor of Chemistry Emerita and Professor of Chemistry 
Department of Chemistry 
University of California, Irvine 
 
10.    Elaine L Larson, PhD 
Professor Emerita 
Columbia University and NY Academy of Medicine 
 
11.    Ehud Y. Isacoff, PhD 
Professor of Neuroscience 
UC Berkeley 
 
12.    Corinne Peek-Asa, PhD 
Professor 
UC San Diego 
 
13.    Drew Fudenberg, PhD 
Professor 
MIT 
 
14.    Elissa L. Newport, PhD 
George Bergeron Professor of Neurology 
Georgetown University 
 
15.    Garret A. FitzGerald, MD 
Department of Medicine 
University of Pennsylvania 
 
16.    Anne C. Stone, PhD 
Regents Professor 
School of Human Evolution & Social Change 
Arizona State University 



 
17.    Frederick P. Rivara, MD, MPH 
Professor 
University of Washington 
 
18.    Elke Weber, PhD 
Professor of Energy and the Environment 
Princeton University 
  
19.    Lewis L. Lanier, PhD 
Professor Emeritus 
University of California, San Francisco 
 
20.    Kenneth A. Farley, PhD 
Professor of Geochemistry 
Department of Geological and Planetary Sciences 
Caltech 
 
21.    James M. Jones, PhD 
Trustees Distinguished Professor Emeritus 
Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences 
University of Delaware 
 
22.    Corey S. Goodman, PhD 
Adjunct Professor of Neuroscience 
Wills Neuroscience Institute 
University of California, Berkeley 
 
23.    David E. Aspnes, PhD 
Distinguished University Professor of Physics, Emeritus 
Department of Physics 
North Carolina State University 
 
24.    Kathleen A Dracup, PhD, RN 
Dean and Professor Emerita 
University of California, San Francisco 
 
25.    Mitchell A. Lazar, MD, PhD 
Professor of Medicine 
University of Pennsylvania 
 
26.    Pamela C Ronald, PhD 
Distinguished Professor     Dept of Plant Pathology and the Genome Center 
University of California, Davis 
 
27.    Margaret A. Chesney, PhD 
Professor of Medicine 
UCSF 



 
28.    Nancy Kanwisher, PhD 
Professor of Cognitive Neuroscience 
MIT 
 
29.    Steven M. Bellovin, PhD     
Percy K. and Vida L.W. Professor of Computer Science 
Department of Computer Science and affiliate law faculty 
Columbia University 
 
30.    Paul Volberding, MD 
Professor of Medicine, Epidemiology, and Biostatistics 
University of California San Francisco 
 
31.    Steven Pinker, PhD 
Johnstone Family Professor of Psychology 
Harvard Uniyersity 
 
32.    Polly W.  Wiessner, PhD 
Professor of Anthropology 
Arizona State University 
 
33.    Cynthia M. Beall, PhD 
Professor Emerita of Anthropology 
Department of Anthropology 
Case Western Reserve University 
 
34.    Susan Joy Curry, PhD 
Emerita Dean of Public Health 
University of Iowa 
 
35.    Nora S. Newcombe, PhD 
Laura H. Carnell Professor 
Department of Psychology and Neuroscience 
Temple University 
 
36.    Giulia Galli, PhD 
Liew Family Professor of Molecular Engineering and Chemistry 
University of Chicago 
 
37.    James L. McClelland, PhD 
Lucie Stern Professor in the Social Sciences 
Department of Psychology, Stanford University 
 
38.    Edward Witten, PhD 
Professor Emeritus 
Institute for Advanced Study 
 



39.    Jeffery L. Dangl,    PhD 
Professor of Biology 
Department of Biology 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 
40.    Lawrence H. Einhorn, MD 
Distinguished Professor 
Department of Medicine 
Indiana University 
 
41.    Barbara H Partee, PhD 
Distinguished University Professor Emerita of Linguistics and Philosophy      
University of Massachusetts Amherst  
 
42.    Kim Prather, PhD 
Professor 
University of California, San Diego 
 
43.    Nancy G. Leveson, PhD 
Professor of Aeronautics and Astronautics 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
 
44.    William Fulton, PhD 
Professor Emeritus of Mathematics, 
University of Michigan 
 
45.    Rachel Morello-Frosch, PhD, MPH 
Professor, School of Public Health & Department of Environmental Science, Policy and 
Management 
University of California, Berkeley 
 
46.    Karel Svoboda, PhD 
Director 
Allen Institute for Neural Dynamics 
 
47.    Lisa F. Berkman, PhD 
Cabot Professor of Epidemiology and Public Policy 
TH Chan Harvard School of Public Health  
 
48.    Sandro Galea, MD, DrPH 
Margaret C Ryan Dean, Eugene S and Constance Kahn Distinguished Professor in Public Health 
School of Public Health 
Washington University in St. Louis 
 
49.    Douglas T. Fearon, MD 
Professor, Department of Cancer Biology 
 
50.    Richard S. Lewis, PhD 



Professor of Molecular and Cellular Physiology 
Stanford University 
 
51.    Ida Sim,     MD, PhD 
Professor of Medicine and Computational Precision Health 
University of California, San Francisco 
 
52.    James E. Haber, PhD 
Department of Biology 
Brandeis University 
 
53.    Jock D. Mackinlay, PhD 
Retired Technical Fellow 
Tableau Software / Salesforce 
 
54.    Mary E. Power, PhD 
Professor of the Graduate School 
Department of Integrative Biology 
University of California, Berkeley 
 
55.    James Eric Gouaux, PhD 
Senior Scientist 
OHSU 
 
56.    Terence C. Tao, PhD 
Professor of Mathematics 
University of California, Los Angeles 
 
57.    Frances H. Arnold, PhD 
Linus Pauling Professor of Chemical Engineering, Bioengineering, and Biochemistry 
California Institute of Technology 
 
58.    Christopher W. Kuzawa, PhD 
Professor, Department of Human Evolutionary Biology 
Harvard University 
 
59.    Christine Laine, MD, MPH 
Editor in Chief, Annals of Internal Medicine 
Senior VP, American College of Physicians 
Professor of Medicine, Sidney Kimmel Medical College, Thomas Jefferson University 
     
60.    Hyman Bass, PhD 
Samuel Eilenberg Distinguished University Professor of Mathematics and Education 
University of Michigan 
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